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1. MAJOR JAPANESE PROPONENTS OF DISARMAMENT UNIFORMLY PRO- 
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TESTED FRANCE’S AND CHINA'S NUCLEAR TESTS. GOJ DELIVERED 
SIMILAR PROTEST NOTES TO GOF AND GPRC. FONOFF SPOKESMAN AND 
CHIEF CABINET SECRETARY NIKAIDO ISSUED SIMILAR PUBLIC STATE- 
MENTS EXPRESSING REGRET THAT TESTS WERE CONDUCTED AND VOICED 
HOPE THEY WOULD NOT BE REPEATED. STATEMENTS NOTED JAPAN S 
DESIRE FOR PEACE WITHOUT RESORT TO FORCE AND CALLED TESTS 
QTE DESTRUCTION OF ENVIRONMENT UNQTE. GOJ RESERVED RIGHT TO 
SEEK COMPENSATION FROM GOF AND GPRC FOR ANY DAMAGE SUFFERED 
BY JAPANESE PEOPLE DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY AS RESULT OF 
TESTS. LUMPING TESTS BY INDIA, FRANCE AND CHINA, FONMIN 
OHIRA TOLD PRESS JAPAN OPPOSED NUCLEAR TESTS BY ANY COUN- 
TRY. (IN FACT, GOJ PROTEST AGAINST INDIA WAS SOMEWHAT MORE 
FORCEFUL) JAPANESE MEDIA, OPPOSITION POLITICAL PARTIES, AND 
VARIOUS ANTI-WAR AND ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUPS IN JAPAN JOINED 
GOJ IN EXPRESSING STRONG REGRET OVER RECENT NUCLEAR EXPLO- 
SIONS. 

2. FONOFF AND MEDIA, ARE DISMAYED OVER SUDDEN RASH OF NU- 
CLEAR TESTS. NHK TV LINKED US COMMITMENTS TO PROVIDE EGYPT 
AND ISRAEL WITH NUCLEAR REACTORS AND FUEL WITH INDIAN, FRENCH 
AND CHINESE EXPLOSIONS, AND PAKISTAN'S BUTTO'S REMARKS ON 
PAKISTAN NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT, IMPLYING THAT THIS SERIES OF 
DEVELOPMENTS ADVERSELY AFFECTED DISARMEMENT EFFORTS, ES- 
PECIALLY EFFORTS TO PREVENT PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. FONOFF OFFICIALS ARE QUOTED BY PRESS AS SAYING 
RECENT TESTS MIGHT PROVIDE QTE EXCUSE UNQTE FOR OTHERS TO 
DEVELOP NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND, EVEN IN JAPAN, TESTS WILL PRO- 
VIDE AMMUNITION FOR OPPONENTS OF NPT TO ENCOURAGE DELAY IN 
JAPAN'S RATIFICATION OF NPT. 

3. EMBOFF DISCUSSED LATEST DEVELOPMENTS WITH FONOFF DIRECTOR 
DISARMEMENT DIV NOMURA WHO EXPRESSED SERIOUS CONCERN OVER 
SUDDEN MUSHROOMING OF NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENTS. HE NOTED THAT 
GOJ INTRA-MINISTERIAL PREPARATIONS FOR NEGOTIATING SAFE- 
GUARDS WITH IAEA HAD NOT YET STARTED, LARGELY FOR BUREAU- 
CRATIC REASONS, BUT CONCLUDED THAT UNEXPECTED RASH OF NU- 
CLEAR TESTS WOULD STRENGTHEN HAND OF THOSE OPPOSED TO NPT 
RATIFICATION AND PROBABLY SLOW EFFORTS TO PROCEED DESPITE 
GOVTS COMMITMENT TO SEEK EARLY RATIFICATION. IN THIS CONN- 
ECTION, NOMURA ALSO NOTED THAT US COMMENT THUS FAR ON 
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INDIA'S NUCLEAR EXPLOSION HAS BEEN NOTICEABLY RESTRAINED. 

4. COMMENT: WE DETECT CONSIDERABLE DISMAY IN AT LEAST GOJ 
AND MEDIA OVER DEVELOPMENTS WHICH LEAD THEM TO FEAR THAT 
DISARMAMENT EFFORTS MIGHT SUDDENTLY BE SERIOUSLY UNDERMINED. 
CONCERN IS COMPOUNDED HERE SINCE DISARMAMENT CONSTITUTES 
MAJOR ELEMENT OF JAPANESE FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC POLICY AND 
JAPAN'S POLICY-MAKERS HAVE SEEN MOVEMENT TOWARD DISARMAMENT 
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AS MAJOR FACTOR ENSURING JAPANESE SECURITY. 

SHOESMITH 
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